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教  案

周    次 第    周，第    次课 授课时间 年    月    日

授课章节 Part Five The Whole Composition: Exposition

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√）  实践课（ √ ） 教学时数 2

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

1. To help students grasp the definition of exposition

2. To help students learn how to use some effective ways to build exposition

授

课

要

点

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

Key Points:

1. The effective ways to build exposition

2. The common transitions

Difficult Points:

1. illustration

2. comparison and contrast

3. division and classification

4. cause and effect

思考题

或

作  业

1. Review what has been discussed.
2. Finish the exercises in the textbook.
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教学内容与组织安排

Part Five The Whole Composition: Exposition

Teaching Focus: Requirements and thoughts on writing

Time Allotment: Lead-in                              5 minutes

                Illustration                       15minutes

                Division and Classification          15 minutes

                Comparison and Contrast           20 minutes

              Cause and Effect                  15 minutes

                Practice                              18 minutes

                Assignment                           2 minutes

Teaching Procedures:

I. Lead-in (5 min)

Activity: read a short  paragraph

ask the students to read a paragraph so they can figure out what is a exposition

Q: Which of the four kinds of writing is illustrated by this paragraph?

our teeth are very important to use. There are two main uses for teeth. One is to chew our food, which 

then is easy to swallow and digest. The second use is to help us talk. We put our tongues against our teeth 

to make certain sounds. It is difficult to understand what a person is saying if he does not have any teeth.

II. Illustration (15 min)

1. Definition: Illustration is the use of example to illustrate a point. 

An illustration is a case, specimen, an instance.

 Good examples help to clarify a writer’s thought by making the general specific, and the abstract 

concrete. They also add interest and help to persuade or convince the reader.

2. A successful illustration paper depends on: 

 1) a wise selection of sufficient examples which are specific and typical, interesting and 

relevant – the examples may be either personal experiences or second-hand information from 

reliable sources;

 2) an expert arrangement of these examples – similar or related examples should be grouped 

together and arranged climactically.

 3)   Details or examples are usually arranged in climatic order: the least important comes first, 

followed by others in order of increasing importance.

3. Common transitions

 for example, first, second, besides, furthermore, finally, etc. , repeated words, and parallel forms.

4. Example: Illustrations may be a single example or a series of examples.

This term several useful and interesting courses have been offered. An Introduction to European 

Culture, for instance, gives us a lot of background knowledge of the history of European philosophy, 

literature, and arts. From time to time we see slide shows of famous paintings and hear tapes of famous 
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pieces of music, and they make the lectures all the more interesting. American society and Culture is 

another course that attracts a large audience. The teacher, who visited the United States not long ago, 

discusses new trends and changes in American life as well as American history and traditions. We like 

these and other courses very much, because they help us not only to improve our English but also broaden 

our vision.

II. Division and Classification   (15 minutes)

    1. Definition:
    Division is used to deal with one thing. Its purpose is to separate that thing into parts. It 

stresses the distinction between things. E.g. a pair of glasses can be divided into the frame and the 

lens, and a composition, into introduction, body, and conclusion.

 Classification is used to organize thing which share certain qualities. Its purpose is to group these 

things systematically. It emphasizes the similarities.  E.g. courses in college can be classified into 

elective and required. The same group of things may be classified according to different 

principles.

 Division and classification are two different ways of sorting things out.

2. Example:

According to Xiao Li, the fifteen students of his class fall into three groups. Seven of them work hard 

and study well. They always get good marks in the examinations and are often praised by the teachers. 

Li calls them “good students”. The monitor, the secretary of the Youth League branch, and the captain 

of the class volleyball team, are quick in finding out what their fellow students are interested in or 

what they should do as a collective. They always organize proper activities at the proper time, so Li 

calls them “good organizers.” Four other students are very kind to their classmates, always ready to 

lend them a helping hand. They help to clean the classroom and the corridor even when they are not 

on duty. Li says that they are “good fellows”. “what about you?” someone asks him. “I’m a group by 

myself—a good observer.”

III.  Comparison and Contrast  (20 minutes)

    1. Definition:
A comparison explains how things are similar, 

A contrast, how they are different.

    2. Purpose:

 to present information about something unfamiliar by comparing it with something familiar

 to show the superiority of one thing by comparing it with another

 to show the reader of the similarities and differences of two things to help the reader understand or 

evaluate them

    3. principles of selection and development

 only items of the same general class can be compared or contrasted.

 A comparison/ contrast essay usually follows one of these two patterns:

 Subject-by-subject pattern  

• X

– student body

– teaching staff

– library and other facilities
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– campus

• Y 

– student body

– teaching staff

– library and other facilities

– campus

  Point-by-point pattern

• student body

– X

– Y

• teaching staff

– X

– Y

• library and other facilities

– X

– Y

• Campus

– X

– Y

4. Note

 The comparison/ contrast should be balanced; the two items being compared/ contrasted are to be 

given equal treatment.

 The comparison/ contrast should be supported by concrete and relevant facts.

 The comparison/ contrast shows similarities and differences in order to make a particular point.

5. Common transitions

Comparison: both, each, at the same time, similarly, like, likewise, as, too, also, compared with

Contrast: on the other hand, on the contrary, in contrast (with/ to), instead (of), the opposite (of), 

unlike, although, while, whereas, but, however, yet, nevertheless

IV. Cause and Effect  ( 15 minutes)

  1. Definition:

Cause-effect essay shows or explains the cause and / or effect of something.

  2. Logical requirements:

• do not over-simplify cause

• beware especially of making a mistake in logic known as the fallacy of post hoc, ergo propter hoc? 

Latin words meaning “after this therefore because of this.”

• distinguish between direct and indirect causes and effects and between major and minor causes and 

effects.

• do not omit links in a chain of causes and effects

• be objective and support the analysis with solid, factual evidence

• saying: “The benevolent see benevolence and the wise see wisdom.”

V. Practice (18 min)

Practice 1
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   In a well-written paragraph of detail and example, all the facts support the topic sentence. Pick 

out the irrelevant material in the following:

1) The topic sentence: I’m fascinated by my grandmother.

Supporting evidence:

A.   My grandmother is about 90 this year.

B.   She was born into a well-to-do urban family.

C.   She seems never to require the services of a doctor.

D.   She has an abiding interest in collecting postcards.

E.   She dose not have much sense of humor.

F.   She believes in everything: festival, news, TV ads, success, and all the gods.

G.   She likes to eat fruit.

H.   She hates dogs.

I.   She likes the color of a strawberry.

J.   She takes a walk in the garden every day.

2) The topic sentence: Males chauvinism is evident in TV commercial advertisements.

Supporting evidence:

A.   Commercials are new in china compared to those in developed countries.

B.   Television sets, like air-conditioners, are seen as luxury goods in china.

C.   There are two female images in Chinese TV commercials: traditional women busy with household 

chores and “modern women” who believe that pleasure is the most important thing in life.

D.   In TV ads, “modern women” usually invite their boyfriends to buy them presents.

E.   A Chinese saying has it that when a man gets to the top, all his family members and relatives get 

there with him.

F.   One see in a TV ad a young man in nicely-pressed Western-style clothes sitting on a couch reading a 

newspaper, while his beautiful wife pulls off his socks.

G.   Chinese men have got nicknames, like “qiguanyan” (henpecked husbands) or “mofan 

zhangfu”(model husbands).

H.   Men in commercials are confident, career-oriented and energetic. A table of delicious food prepared 

by their wives is always waiting for them.

I.   Chinese commercials are providing a stage for women.

J.   “Modern women” appear wise in commercials because they know how to depend on men but evade 

conventional duties.

Practice 2 

Study the following words and divide them into groups, giving a name to each of the group.

brother     jump       strong         green

garden     weak       house         lawyer

healthy     soldier      forest         sing

city          village       intelligent     beautiful

biology    thoughtful     sleep        difficult

Practice 3     Earth and I 

The Earth is a planet with a lot of variety: everything from very wet, cold places to very hot, dry 

places, and from very crowded places to very empty places. How do you see the different parts of the 
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world? Think about each of the seven continents and make some notes about each one.

Step 1 

 Europe: big cities   often cold and wet

 North America:

 South American:

 Africa: not enough water in many places

 Asia:

 Antarctica: very cold   nobody lives there

 Oceania:

   If you prefer, think about a particular country in each continent.

Step 2 

 When you have finished, compare with what other people in your class noted down. 

Which part of the world do you think is the most interesting or do you most like? Discuss your 

ideas with the rest of the class.

Step 3

 Do you like living where you live now or would you like to live in another part of the 

world? Why? Look back on your notes and write a short paragraph about your ideas. Like this:

I would like to live in Mexico or somewhere in south America. Although there are a lot of 

problems there, I think the people are very friendly. There are also a lot of interesting plants, 

animals and places. I think that life is quite difficult there but it is a lot more exciting. The sun 

shines a lot and that would give me energy…

Practice 4 (oral practice) 

Topic sentence: raising houseplants involves nearly as much care and knowledge as raising children.

Practice 5

     Decide whether the following sentences express cause and effect or things that happened in 

chronological order.

 Peter and Mark went to the park yesterday. They had barbecue there.

 Footsteps echoed down the empty path towards Mary, and she was afraid.

 John has a Vitamin C deficiency. He has a skin disease. 

 Bob was very sleepy. He sat nodding in his car.

 There are a loud knock at the door downstairs. The knock woke me out of a sound sleep.

 Susan did not feel well. She did not turn up.

Practice 6  

Study the following information to see whether it is a statement of cause or a statement of effect.

topic: music in the united states

 Popular music showed a definite change in the 1950s-- a movement away from the big band 

sound that had appealed to those growing up in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s.

 Teenagers became more affluent and thus the money to buy records by performers.

 The black population finally had the money in the 1950s to support the singers and 

musicians they had preferred for years.
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 A large proportion of the adult white population that had been poor during the depression 

began to rebel against the sophisticated lyrics and sounds of the big band musicians.

 The new affluence of groups of people who had previously had little money to spend on 

entertainment paved the way for the emergence of gospel, blues and rock music.

topic: drunk drivers

 Excessive amounts of alcohol cause one to lose one’s sense of responsibility.

 Excessive amounts of alcohol slow reaction time and seriously impair depth perception.

 The inebriated driver is unable to make quick logical decisions and is often responsible for 

accidents causing serious injuries or death.

 Drunk drivers are dangerous.

 Drunk drivers pose a serious threat to themselves as well as to others.

V. Assignment (2 min)

1. Review this lecture

2. Write a composition of 250 words on the following topic:

    City Life Compared with Rural Life


